What is claimed is: 


1 . A text to voice messaging device, operating in conjunction with a television 
messaging system, having messaging software, the system comprising: 

a set-top box in communication with the television messaging system, and 
adapted to deliver a message through a television coupled thereto; 

a text receiving module executed in the set-top box, and adapted to receive text 
from a user; 

a text to speech module coupled to said text receiving module for transforming 
said text into speech, said text to speech module adapted to produce a voice 
output corresponding to said text; and, 

a voice delivery module adapted to deliver said output to a target messaging 
system capable of receiving voice messages. 

2. The text to voice messaging device of claim 1 further comprising a text entry device 
to deliver user typed text to said text receiving module. 

3. The text to voice messaging device of claim 1 wherein said output delivery module is 
adapted to transmit said output to the target voice messaging system in a voice data 
file format. 

4. The text to voice messaging device of claim 1 further wherein said output delivery 
module is adapted to transmit said output to the target voice messaging system in a 
speech format. 

5. The text to voice messaging device of claim 1 wherein said set-top box is adapted to 
be coupled on an IP network and deliver said output therethrough. 

6. the text to voice device wherein said target messaging system is a unified messaging 
system. 

7. A text to voice messaging server, operating in conjunction with a television 
messaging system for delivering messages to a user, the server comprising: 
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a text receiving module, adapted to receive text input from a text entry device; 

a text to speech module executed on said server, and coupled to said text 
receiving module for transforming said text into speech, said text to speech 
module adapted to produce a voice output corresponding to said text; and, 

a voice delivery module adapted to deliver said output to a target voice messaging 
system. 

8. The text to voice messaging server of claim 7 further adapted to receive said text 
input via an upstream network selected from a group consisting of a television 
distribution network, a telephone network, a cellular network, a wireless network, a 
wired network, a satellite network, a terrestrial network, a DSL network, a data 
network or a combination thereof. 

9. The text to voice messaging server of claim 7 wherein said output delivery module is 
adapted to transmit said output to the target voice messaging system in a voice data 
file format. 

10. The text to voice messaging server of claim 7 further wherein said output delivery 
module is adapted to transmit said output to the target voice messaging system in a 
speech format. 

11. The text to speech messaging server of claim 7 wherein said target messaging server 
is integrated into said television messaging server. 

12. The text to speech messaging server of claim 7 adapted to communicate with a text 
entry device via an upstream network. 

13. The text to speech server of claim 12, wherein said upstream network is selected from 
a group comprising a telephony network, a cellular network, a wireless network, a 
television distribution network, a DSL network, and ISDN network, a cable television 
network, an internet, or a combination thereof. 

14. The text to speech server of claim 7, adapted to communicate with a text entry device 
coupled thereto via a set-top box. 
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15. A voice to text messaging system operating in conjunction with a television 
messaging system having a television messaging system, the voice to text messaging 
system comprising: 

a server located remotely to a user premises, said server adapted to deliver 
messaging to a television via a downstream network; 

a set top box coupled to said downstream network; 

a text entry device in communications with said set top box, for text entry by a 
user; 

a speech to text module adapted to produce output representative said text in 
speech format; and, 

a voice delivery module adapted to deliver said output to a target messaging 
server adapted to receive voice messages. 

16. a messaging method comprising the steps of: 

outputting a message to a user using a television; 

receive a response message from a user, said response message comprising text; 

transforming said text into an output in a speech format; and, 

delivering said output to a messaging server adapted to receive voice messages. 

17. The method of claim 16 wherein said step of transforming is carried out by a set-top 
box coupled to said television. 

18. the method of claim 17 wherein said set top box is coupled to a data network and 
wherein said step of delivering is performed via said data network. 

19. The method of claim 18 wherein said data network is an Internet. 

20. The method of claim 16 wherein said step of transforming is carried out by a server 
remote to said television. 
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21. The method of claim 16 wherein said output is in the form of a file containing data 
representing said speech. 

22. The method of claim 16 wherein said output comprises electrical signals representing 
said speech. 

23. The method of claim 22 wherein said step of delivering is performed by feeding said 
signals to a telephone network. 

24. A computer program that when executed by a computer, will cause the computer to 
operate substantially similarly to the voice to text messaging server of claim 7. 

25. A computer program that when executed by a computer, will cause the computer to 
operate substantially the steps of the method of claim 16. 

26. A set-top box operating in conjunction with a television messaging system and 
adapted to deliver a message through a television coupled thereto, the set-top box 
comprising: 

a text receiving module executed in the set-top box, coupled to a keyboard for 
receiving text from a user; 

a text to speech module coupled to said text receiving module for transforming 
said text into speech, said text to speech module adapted to produce a voice 
output corresponding to said text; 

a voice delivery module adapted to deliver said output to a target messaging 
system capable of receiving voice messages; and, 

an upstream network interface capable of delivering said output. 
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